Davis: Case for Diagnosis (? Mycosis Fungoides) however, that the original mould from which his infection has been derived may be growing in his dwelling, which is in a slum situated almost on the bank of the river at Hammersmith. Some pictures in Stober's paper' of the rotting floor boards of the hovels where some of the Chicago patients lived illustrated a luxuriant growth of a mould. This mould was found to differ in minute particulars only from human Blastomyces.
Di8cu88ion.-Dr. SEQUEIRA (President) said he had made the diagnosis of blastomycosis in a case many years ago, but, so far as he knew, this was the first case of systemic blastomycosis which had been seen in this country. Dr. J. M. H. MAcLEOD said it was a wonderful thing to see, in this country, a case of blastomycotic dermatitis of the systemic type. In his collection he had a good deal of tissue which was sent to him from San Francisco from a systemic case, and that tissue had the same appearances as the specimens shown by Dr. Dowling. This tissue showed the characteristic histology, it also exemplified the fact that the organism in the systemic cases multiplied by sporulation, and one of Dr. Dowling's specimens showed the endospores. He had specimens of the internal organs, all showing groups of those organisms, like the smaller ones shown in the culture demonstrated. So long as the yeast was reproduced by budding it did not do much harm, but the moment it began to reproduce itself by means of endospores, there resulted a collection of organisms smaller than red blood-cells, which readily passed through the vascular system, causing rapid and acute systemic infiltration.
Dr. L. SAVATARD said that in sections sent to him by Professor Gilchrist, Baltimore, of a systemic case of the disease the lungs showed a pure culture of the organism, and he wondered whether in the present case the sputum might show some evidence of lung involvement.
Case for Diagnosis (? Mycosis Fungoides).
By HALDIN D. DAVIS, M.B., B.Ch., F.R.C.S.
PATIENT, a well-preserved man, aged 72. Four years ago a patch of so-called eczema" first appeared on the inside of the left shin. Since then this patch has grown considerably and now extends from the ankle to the knee, and, in addition, many other patches have appeared, both on the same leg and on the opposite one extending upwards to the groin (in which the glands are considerably enlarged). They have in several places become confluent. The patches are dry and the skin is infiltrated; between the lesions, which are sharply delineated, are islands of normal skin which have, mostly, circinate and geometrically shaped edges, a point of importance, I think, in arriving at a diagnosis. The original patch has now become considerably inflamed, since the patient rubbed some germolene into it, and in the middle of the patch there is a considerable heaping-up of tissue, almost approaching tumour formation. I have removed for microscopic examination a small piece from the edge of a lesion just above the knee. I do not think I ought to have taken it from the edge, as the changes are only beginning there, and are not so marked as they probably are in the central portions. The section shows great infiltration of cells in the corium, and signs of growing down and thickening of the interpapillary body. You will gather from what I have said that I think the diagnosis of the condition is mycosis fungoides. This conclusion is supported by the facts that the patient complains of great itching and that the patch which was heaped up in the middle has been much reduced by the small dose of X-rays I gave him ten days ago.
Dr. DOUGLAS HEATH agreed with Dr. Haldin Davis's diagnosis. An interesting feature was that no patches appeared in the upper part of the body. He had been watching a woman who had a similar eruption. She bad had one tumour on the forehead, and he (the speaker) had regarded it as mycosis fungoides for eighteen months. It was treated by X-rays and the lesion disappeared. One or two other patches had come out since, and after application of X-rays they had also disappeared. He had seen many cases which had an eezematoid aspect, and they had remained quiescent without flaring up.
